Spiritual Maturity: How Does It Happen? (1 Thes 4:1-3)

1 Thessalonians 3:8-13 — Spiritual Maturity: What Does It Look Like?

1. That you would remain standing in the Lord (8)

2. That you would get repaired what is missing in your faith (9-10)

3. That you would increase and abound in sacrificial care toward each other (11-12)

4.  That God would solidify your heart blameless in active holiness at the presence of God at
the return of the Lord Jesus (13)

How does Christian maturity happen? Do we grow up automatically? Do we
grow up accidentally? Do we grow up arbitrarily? NO. Spiritual growth is a
purposeful, ongoing process.

(NKJ) LFinally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound
more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2 for
you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of

God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality;

(BGT) Aovmov odv, ddeAdol, épwtduer Duac kel Tepakadoduer év kuplw ‘Incod, Tva
kB¢ TapeddBete mop’ MUAY TO TAG S€l DuAG TepLmately Kol dpéokely Bed, Kabwg
kol mepimateite, Tva mepLooeinte uaAiov. 2 otdute yip Tivec mopayyeriog
Eddrcoler DUy e Tod kupiov ‘Inood. 3 Tobto ydp oty BéAnue tod Beod, O
QyLeopROg DUV, dméxeabul LUag &mod Thg Toprelag,

(KES) Finally therefore, brethren, we entreat you and exhort by the Lord Jesus, that just as
you received from us how it is necessary for you to be walking and to be pleasing God, just as
also you are walking, in order that you might be increasing more. For you have come to know
what commands we gave to you through the Lord Jesus. For this is will of the God, the
sanctification of you, that you abstain from the sexual immorality,

(NAU) Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you
received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually
do walk), that you excel still more. For you know what commandments we gave you by the
authority of the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should
abstain from sexual immorality;

1. The of Maturity

1la — Progression — “Finally, therefore” — builds on previous — one truth
leads to another; teaching = practice; one step = another

1b — Pleading — “we urge and exhort”
1c — Authority — “in the Lord Jesus”

1d — Instruction — “just as you received from us”

Eph 2:20; 4:11-12 - We are being
equipped for service,
not entertained for fun. 2 Tim 2:19; James 2:18-26
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The of Maturity

To be — my ongoing — lifestyle

My conduct — | do

Many descriptions in the Bible...
To be God — my ongoing

My motivation — I doit

Either we please God, ourselves, or other people

The of Maturity

Current — “just as you are walking” (NASB)

Assumes some type of Christian walk

Continual — “that you might abound more and more”

Don’t stop! There’s much room to grow! You can ABOUND! Never think
that you have arrived! Never become satisfied with where you are at
spiritually!

The of Maturity

“how you ought” — dei — “must”
“You must be born again”
“A bishop must ... be blameless”

“for you know” —You have come to know

“commandments” —
what to do and why to do it.

term — Yes, we’ve been told

“by [the authority] of the Lord Jesus” — we’re not this
up ourselves —the Commander-in-Chief has spoken!

“will of God” — not something
very clearly stated!

, but something very,

The of Maturity (more on this next week)

Maturity involves some practices

Maturity involves some practices

Maturity involves some practices




